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WHY IS ILLINOIS USING FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT? 


In an effort to control flooding, much money has been spent on 
dams, reservoirs and levees. Despite the increasing expenditure of public 
funds for these structural approaches to flood control, flood damages still 
occur. In order to provide better protection from flood losses, Illinois has 
implemented a system of flood plain management. 


WHAT IS THE GOAL OF FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT? 


The primary goal of flood plain management is to encourage wise 
future use of flood plains. This will reduce human suffering and property 
damage resulting from floods and will lessen the need for expensive flood 
control structures, such as dams and reservoirs. 


WHY IS THE STATE INVOLVED? 


In 1971, the General Assembly passed an amendment to the 
"Rivers and Lakes Act.'| This amendment directs the I|linois Department 
of Transportation to define flood plains and to establish a permit 
procedure for regulating construction on the flood plain. State 
involvement will ensure an equal degree of flood protection and 
regulation for all municipalities. 


WHAT ISSTATE FLOOD PLAIN REGULATION? 


A permit system which applies to all construction in flood plains as 
defined by the Department of Transportation. It prevents the 
construction of flood-prone and flood-causing buildings, such as homes, 
stores, industrial plants, and additions to these buildings. 


WHAT IS THE REGULATORY FLOODPLAIN? 


The flood plain is that area which would be covered by waters from 
a flood which, on the average, will occur once every 100 years. The 
boundaries of the regulatory flood plain will be shown on the State flood 
plain maps issued for each area drained by a river and its tributaries. 
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IN DEFINING A FLOOD PLAIN, IS PROBABLE FUTURE 
URBANIZATION OF THE AREA TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT? 


| When the information is available, prospective urbanization 

estimates will be sought from local and regional planning agencies. These 
estimates of changes in land use bike be incorporated into the hydrologic 
studies. 


ONCE A FLOOD PLAIN HAS BEEN DELINEATED, WILL IT 
EVER BE CHANGED? 


Yes. If the flood heights are significantly changed, for example, by 
flood control projects such as dams, reservoirs and levees, the flood plain 
delineation will be modified to reflect the improved conditions. 

WILL THESE REGULATIONS ELIMINATE FUTURE 
BUILDING ON THE FLOOD PLAIN? 


| It is not the intent of the flood plain regulations to eliminate 
building on the flood plain. Any construction which is permitted by local 
zoning ordinances will still be allowed if it can be made flood-free and will 
‘not cause an increase in flooding. Individuals desiring to construct on the 
flood plain must first apply to the Department of Transportation for a 
permit. Permits must be obtained for the building of new structures, for 
additions to existing buildings or for rebuilding of existing structures. 


WHAT KIND OF CONSTRUCTION WILL BE PERMITTED 
ON THE FLOOD PLAIN? 


: The Department of Transportation will review all applications to 
determine if the proposed construction will be flood free and whether it 
will contribute to an increase in flood damage to existing structures in the 
flood plain. 
£ Generally speaking, permits will be issued for development in the 
‘outer boundary of the flood plain, the flood fringe, if the building is 
Protected to the flood protection elevation. Construction on the central 
‘portion of the flood plain, the floodway, will be strictly regulated in order 
‘ to penice passage for flood waters. 


‘DOES AN EXISTING HOME OR BUSINESS IN THE FLOOD 
PLAIN NEEDAPERMIT? 


q No. Permits are required only for construction after the flood plain 


yt 


BR ulations are put into effect. 


ARE PERMITS REQUIRED FOR AGRICULTURE? 


¥ Any construction such as buildings, silos and sheds require a perm it. 
Land uses such as planting, harvesting and grazing do not require a permit. 


tL 


DO HOME IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRE A PERMIT? 


If the home is in the flood plain, any major addition requires a 
permit. Flood-proofing improvements are permitted and encouraged. 
Other kinds of major improvements must meet the same criteria as any 
new building. 


WHAT IF THE PROPOSED STRUCTURE WON’T CAUSE 
DAMAGE TO ANYONE ELSE BUT ONLY INVOLVES RISK 
TO THE OWNER? SHOULDN'T HE BE PERMITTED TO 
ACCEPT THE RISK? 


No. The first owner may find the risk of flood damage acceptable, 
but later owners won't have the same knowledge of the hazards and ought 
not to be subject to the risk. 


WHEN A PROPOSED BUILDING WOULD ONLY HAVE A 
SMALL EFFECT ON THE FLOOD STAGE, WOULDN'T IT 
BE BETTER TOPERMIT IT? 


No. Small adverse effects accumulate over the years. We wouldn't 
know when to stop permitting construction. The last applicant would be 
discriminated against when he was denied a permit for a building which 
was the sameas other structures which were previously accepted. 


DON’T FLOOD PLAIN REGULATIONS INCREASE THE 
COST OF OWNING A HOME IN THE FLOOD PLAIN? 


In the long run, flood plain regulations decrease the total cost of 
owning or using a structure. The cost of the precautionary measures are 
minimal compared to the cost of repairing or replacing a structure with 
extensive flood damage. 


At the same time, a reduction in future flood damages will result in 
reduced costs to governments, private citizens and insurance companies 
who must now absorb the cost of flood damages. 


WHERE WILL THE STATE FLOOD PLAIN REGULATIONS 
BE INEFFECT? 


The regulation will not affect the entire State immediately. Instead, 
the regulation will be implemented in each individual area drained by a 
river and its tributaries. Maps of flood plains, hydrologic studies and 
hydraulic analyses must be completed before the regulation will be 
implemented in each particular area. Each area will have the boundaries of 
the flood plain delineated before public hearings are held. The purpose of 
the public hearing is to notify the private citizens and local municipalities 
of the areas to be regulated by the State. It will also provide an 
opportunity for the local people to submit pertinent comments related to 
the flood plain definition and delineation. 
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HOW DOES A BUILDER DETERMINE IF HE IS IN THE 
FLOOD PLAIN IN WHICH APERMIT IS REQUIRED? 


Maps, flood elevations and regulations will be recorded in the 
county and filed with planning agencies and local building and zoning 
departments. Inquiries can be made directly to the Springfield Office or 
district offices of the Division of Water Resources. If the site is in the 
flood plain, the builder must submit an application for permit. 


WHERE CAN AN INDIVIDUAL OBTAIN APPLICATION 
FORMS? 


Applications for permit to construct in the flood plain may be 
obtained from local zoning, planning or building inspection offices or 
from the Department of Transportation, 2300 South Dirksen Parkway, 
Springfield, Illinois 62764, or the Department of Transportation, 
Division of Water Resources, Woodfield Plaza Building, 1000 Plaza Drive, 
Schaumburg, I!linois 60172. Completed applications must be sent to the 
Department of Transportation for review. 


WHAT MATERIAL SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO AID IN 
QUICK PROCESSING? 


Two completed copies of the application for permit and three sets 
of plans and specifications which provide sufficient information to 
determine the effect of the construction on the conveyance of flood 
waters must be submitted. 


Generally, plans and specifications should include plans drawn to 
scale showing the nature, location, dimensions and elevation of the site, 
existing or proposed structures or fill, and the relationship of the above to 
the location of the channel. 


In addition, applications for construction in the regulatory 
floodway shall normally include typical valley cross sections showing the 
channel of the stream, elevation of land areas adjoining each side of the 
channel and extending to or above the regulatory flood protection 
elevation, and cross section areas to be modified by the proposed 
construction. Such cross sections shall be taken at the upstream and 
downstream limits of the tract and at a maximum of 500-foot intervals 
between. For a single tract with stream frontage of 100 feet or less, a 
single cross section shall suffice. These data requirements may be 
modified by prior arrangement with the Department. 


For construction associated with existing structures, spot 
elevations sufficient to relate the construction to the regulatory flood 
protection elevation may be substituted for the required valley cross 
sections. 


_ All required field surveys shall be conducted under the supervision 
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of a Registered Professional Engineer or Registered Land Surveyor, and 
be so certified. 


WHAT DOES JT COST TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT? 


There is no application fee for a permit. 


HOW LONG DOES THE PERMIT PROCESS TAKE? 


Normally, permits will be acted upon within 45 days. Permits for 
activity in the flood fringe area normally take much less time. 


DO STATE FLOOD PLAIN REGULATIONS SUPERSEDE 
COMMUNITY BUILDING AND ZONING ORDINANCES? 


No. Builders must still comply with all other relevant Federal, State 
and local laws. 


IF A COMMUNITY WERE TO ENACT ITS OWN FLOOD 
PLAIN REGULATIONS, WHICH WOULD PREVAIL? 


The more restrictive. During discussion with each 
municipality, existing flood plain regulations will be reviewed 
and the more restrictive regulation will be identified. 


CAN LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ADMINISTER STATE 
FLOOD PLAIN REGULATIONS? 


No. The State must issue its own permits. However, local 
governments are encouraged to adopt flood plain regulations similar to 
the State's. 


WHERE CAN MORE INFORMATION BE OBTAINED 
REGARDING FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT? 


Write to: illinois Department of Transportation 
Division of Water Resources 
2300 South Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, Illinois 62764 
(217) 782-3862 
or 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
Division of Water Resources 
Woodfield Plaza Building 
1000 Plaza Drive 
Schaumburg, IIlinois 60172 
(312) 884-4331 


